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use the X-ray, a positive diagnosis might be made earlier in the course of the disease.
Treatment is never attempted. Whenever a positive diagnosis can be made, the owner is advised to slaughter the animal at once. If the carcass is in good flesh and the infection about the heart not extensive, it may be used for food.
MINERAL POISONS
Cattle are sometimes poisoned from such substances as white lead in paint, arsenic in paris green, and phosphorus in the various kinds of rodent poisons. Copper sulfate or blue vitriol could cause losses if bordeaux mixture were allowed within reach of cattle. Common salt might poison an animal if it was mistaken for Epsom salts and given in a large dose. Such cases as these frequently occur on farms. A brief description of the symptoms shown by cattle when poisoned by some of the common minerals is given. Treatment for poisonings of this nature is the best available, but it should be understood that antidotes for poisoning in cattle are not highly successful. The reason is simple. Usually the animals have received excessively large amounts of the poison and the owner often fails to discover the cause of the trouble until the individual is nearly dead. The diagnosis or recognition of the different mineral poisons is fairly difficult, especially when it is impossible to find the source of the particular poison that is suspected of causing the sickness.
Lead poisoning
This is the commonest type of mineral poisoning in cattle. In most cases it is caused by licking fresh paint from stanchions, fence-posts, and the like. Fresh paint anywhere may produce this disease. Sometimes an empty paint pail is left within reach of cows. Paint, for some unknown reason, is attractive to cows. Whenever an animal finds a discarded paint pail, it is likely to be licked clean. The